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ONE PASSIONATE ARCHITECT’S MISSION TO RECLAIM
RENEWABLE ENERGY THROUGH CARPORTS

BY CYNTHIA LEWIS PORTRAIT BY JOHN DOLE DIGITAL RENDERINGS COURTESY OF ENVISION SOLAR
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Often, land developers and environmentalists are thought to come from opposite sides of the spectrum, but
for Bob Noble, founder and CEO of Envision Solar, the two go hand-in-hand.

Noble, one of the top green architects in California, has dedicated the last
25 years to building green through using non-toxic, recycled and recyclable
materials, energy-efficient resources and most recently, solar technologies.

Lastyear he amicably resigned as CEO of Tucker Sadler Architects, a leading
eco-friendly architectural firm, after a six-year tenure to put forth all efforts into
Envision Solar. While still at Tucker Sadler, Noble spearheaded the beginning of
Solar Grove™ carports, a green project that was launched at the headquarters
of solar paneling manufacturer and partner, Kyocera Solar, Inc. Based in San
Diego, Envision Solar is the only company worldwide made up of architects and
contractors that specialize in solar shading structures.
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Solar Grove carports transform a parking lot into an electrical generator,
and consist of solar shade structures known as Solar Trees™. There is no
metaphor more accurate to describe these structures. Where a real tree uses
the process of photosynthesis to convert the sun’s energy into life-supporting
oxygen, Solar Trees use photovoliaic [solar] modules to generate clean,
renewable energy. "When you put photovoltaic panels on top of a carport
structure it becomes like a living thing,” Noble says. “It's not an inanimate
object. It generates electricity by being exposed to the sun. So it comes down
into the utility grid and produces electricity.”

One big advantage to using solar paneling is the correlation between the




midday peak of electricity use and solar energy production when the sun shines its brightest, Noble

says. This is especially effective in the summer meonths when air conditioners run full blast and
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Let the sun shine in at www.envisionsolar.com
GREEN ARCHITECT BOB NOBLE
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